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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments, see the Amendment/Remarks filed 12/05/2007, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 16-36 under 102(b) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of new prior art 
discovered in an updated search. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 24-25 and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yoshinori et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,179,706 B1). 

Yoshinori et al teaches a vehicle seat including a seat part and a backrest, at 
least one of the seat part and the backrest comprising a usable surface, an air supply 
opening, an air duct configured to direct air between the air supply opening and the 
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usable surface; and wherein the air duct has a first cross-sectional area at a first 
position and a second cross-sectional area at a second position, the first position being 
closer to the air supply opening than the second position and the second cross- 
sectional area being less than the first cross-sectional area [See Fig. 3 where the cross 
section of the air duct(s) varies in portions of the air duct(s)], wherein the air duct 
comprises a plurality of arms so that the air duct is distributed over substantially all of 
the usable surface, further comprising a foam material having a first side in which at 
least a portion of the air duct is formed and a second side opposite the first side, further 
comprising compensation elements 14 coupled to the second side of the foam material, 
the compensation elements configured to deform so that the cross-sectional area of the 
at least a portion of the air duct is maintained when the vehicle seat is occupied, further 
comprising a ventilator for producing an air flow in the air duct, further comprising an 
operating unit for controlling the operation of the ventilator. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 31-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshinori et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,179,706 B1) in view of Ganz etal (U.S. Patent No. 
6,439,658 B1). 

Yoshinori et al teach the structure substantially as claimed but does not teach 
that , wherein the operating unit is configured to control the operation of the ventilator 
based on at least one of the temperature of the interior of the vehicle and the 
temperature of the vehicle seat, wherein the operating unit is configured to operate the 
ventilator at a first speed when at least one of the temperature of the interior of the 
vehicle and the temperature of the vehicle seat exceeds a predetermined temperature 
limit and at a second speed when at least one of the temperature of the interior of the 
vehicle and the temperature of the vehicle seat falls within a predetermined temperature 
range, wherein the second speed is less than the first speed, wherein the 
predetermined temperature range within which the ventilator operates at the second 
speed is less than the predetermined temperature limit over which the ventilator 
operates at the first speed, wherein the second speed is selected from a range of 
speeds, wherein the ventilator is coupled to a side of the at least one of the seat part 
and the backrest. However, Ganz et al teaches such an operating unit (See column 3, 
lines 4-14). It would have been obvious and well within the level of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the seat, as taught by Yoshinori et al, to include an operating unit, as 
taught by Ganz et al, since such an operating unit would provide automatic temperature 
and comfort adjustment of the seat when in use. 
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Claims 36 and 39-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overYoshinori et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,179,706 B1) in view of Lee (U.S. Patent No. 
6,106,057). 

Yoshinori et al teaches the structure substantially as claimed of a vehicle seat 
including a seat part having a lateral side and a backrest having a lateral side, at least 
one of the seat part and the backrest comprising: a usable surface; an air supply 
opening; an air duct extending between the air supply opening and the usable surface, 
the air duct having at least two air duct arms; a ventilator in communication with the air 
duct for producing an airflow in the air duct; wherein the backrest comprises a backrest 
structure and a backrest upholstery for covering the backrest structure and wherein the 
ventilator is coupled to the lateral side of one of the backrest structure and the backrest 
upholstery, wherein the seat part includes a seat part structure and a seat part 
upholstery for covering the seat part structure but does not teach that the 
ventilator is supported at the lateral side of the at least one of the seat part 
and the backrest. However, Lee teaches a ventilator is supported at the lateral side 
of the at least one of the seat part and the backrest to be old. It would have been 
obvious and well within the level of ordinary skill in the art to modify the seat, as taught 
by Yoshinori et al, to include a ventilator supported at the lateral side of the at least one 
of the seat part and the backrest, as taught by Lee, since a ventilator attached to a side 
of a vehicle seat noting more than alternative convention method of attaching the 
ventilator to the seat. 



Application/Control Number: 10/552,405 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3636 

Claims 37-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ganz et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,439,658 B1). 

Ganz et al teaches an obvious use of the structures as claimed (See column 3, 
lines 4-14). 

Claim 26 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 16-23 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Prior art fails 
to teach a usable surface having a first part on the backrest and a second part on the 
seat part, the first part being connected to the second part by a flexible connecting 
element; wherein the flexible connecting element makes up part of the air duct and is 
directly adjoined by the distributing section of the air duct, as defined in claim 16. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney B. White whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-6670. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Rodney B. White/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
March 17, 2008 



